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This 2004 photograph provided by
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks shows
an adult male wolf from the Lazy Creek
pack north of Whitefish. Montana’s wolf
rifle hunting season could last six and a
half months, and up to five wolves
could be taken by a hunter or trapper
under a proposal to come before the
state Fish, Wildlife and Commission
next week.
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Commission meeting
The FWP Commission meeting will
begin at 8:30 a.m. Thursday, May 9,
at the Montana Wild Center, 2668
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FWP recommends expanded wolf
season and bag limit

Montana’s wolf rifle hunting season could last six and a
half months, and up to five wolves could be taken by a
hunter or trapper under a proposal to come before the
state Fish, Wildlife and Commission next week.

The commission will consider whether to lengthen the
amount of time wolves could be hunted with rifles from
Sept. 15 to March 31. Last year, the wolf hunting season
started Oct. 15, with the regular big game rifle season, and
ended Feb. 15. Hunters harvested 128 wolves during the
2012/2013 season and trappers took 97 for a total of 225.

This year, however, the start of the rifle hunting season
would coincide with the black bear and backcountry big-
game rifle seasons. The trapping season, which ran from
Dec. 15 through Feb. 28 in 2012 and 2013, would remain
the same this season under the proposal.

George Pauley, FWP Wildlife Management Chief, said the
reasons for the proposed changes are twofold.

“We’re just looking for opportunities to hunt wolves … and
it’s an attempt to reduce the population,” Pauley said.
“We’ve always had a philosophy of incrementally
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Broadwater Ave., next to Spring
Meadow Lake State Park off
Highway 12 West in Helena.
However, discussion on the wolf
season proposals is the last agenda
item, so that probably will be part of
the afternoon session. For more
information, go online to fwp.mt.gov

increasing harvest rates and opportunities.”

A person who is both hunting and trapping wouldn’t be
allowed to take any more than five wolves.

In documents supporting the proposed changes, FWP
notes that while Montana doesn’t have an overall
population objective for wolves, “it is clear that a more
aggressive wolf hunting season will not harm wolf
populations or genetic diversity.”

FWP also notes that it is apparent that additional harvest will be required to reduce wolf
abundance.

“Added harvest should provide additional relief to livestock producers and in some instances, relief
to big game populations that are performing poorly, due in part, to the effects of wolf predation,”
FWP officials stated, adding that other seasons for elk, deer, bear and lion are managed in similar
fashions.

Recovery of gray wolf populations has been ongoing since the late 1980s after they were
extirpated from their traditional ranges by trapping, poisoning and shooting them as nuisances and
predators. In Montana, they were removed, then returned numerous times to the list of animals
protected under the federal Endangered Species Act until, in April 2011, an act of congress
delisted them.

At the end of 2012, the known minimum wolf population in Montana was 625 wolves in 147 packs.
The statewide population has trended upward since recovery efforts began and FWP believes it’s
stabilizing, with the minimum count dropping this year from a high of 653 known wolves in 2011.

“The rate of wolf population growth in Montana appears to be slowing down as the highest quality
habitats with the lower potential for conflicts are occupied,” FWP stated in documents.

Pauley said that House Bill 73, which was passed early in the legislative session, allows the
commission to decide how many wolves a hunter or trapper can harvest. The bill also allows the
use of electronic calling devices, removes a requirement to wear hunter orange outside the general
deer and elk season and prohibits FWP from banning wolf hunts in areas around national parks.

Under the proposal, the wolf archery season will open on Sept 7 and run through Sept 14.

Another proposed change includes allowing hunters to take wolves over bait placed to trap wolves
during the trapping season.

“The change is proposed to allow trappers to harvest wolves spotted on their trap line, without the
concern regarding the presence of bait at some sets,” FWP notes in documents.

The requirement to immediately kill trapped wolves also would be modified under the proposal, as
part of a possibility that trappers would work with FWP to capture and collar wolves.

FWP will continue to maintain the general season without a statewide quota under the proposal.
However, a seven-wolf quota would be set in an expanded Wolf Management Unit 316, just north
of Yellowstone National Park, and the quota would remain at two wolves in WMU 110 abutting
Glacier National Park.

The state agency also is asking the commission to allow FWP to initiate emergency season
closures at any time, especially if harvest levels seem excessive.
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“Any such closure would necessarily include an appropriate timeline and public notice, and that
may include press releases and posted signs,” according to FWP.

Like last year, anyone trapping will have to take a course put on by FWP. During 2012, 2,414
trappers completed the Montana Wolf Trapper Education Course.

The FWP Commission meeting will begin at 8:30 a.m. Thursday, May 9, at the Montana Wild
Center, 2668 Broadwater Ave., next to Spring Meadow Lake State Park off Highway 12 West in
Helena. How-ever, discussion on the wolf season proposals is the last agenda item, so that
probably will be part of the afternoon session.

Eve Byron: 447-4076 or eve.byron@helenair.com. Follow Eve on Twitter @IR_EveByron.

Gray Wolf, Hunter, Hunt, George Pauley, Wolf Hunting, Animal Trapping, Endangered Species
Act, Wolf Management Unit, Fwp Commission

View (2) Comments

More Local Stories

Copyright 2013 Helena Independent Record. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or
redistributed.

Local internet marketing by PaperG
Featured Offers & Deals

New Ronix Wake and Surf
Boards in stock! At Montana

Boat Center
New Ronix Wake and Surf Boards in stock! At Montana Boat
Center

Looking for something to do
with the family? Why not
take a Stay at the Great
Northern Hotel!

Looking for something to do with the family? Why not take a
St…

Celebrating 26 years in
business!

Call Westaff at 443-7169 or visit our website at
www.westaffmt.com.

Imagine Designs Earring of
the Month - Sterling silver &

emerald, $50.00
Imagine Designs Earring of the Month - Sterling silver & e…

Now offering the Blur TR!
Find the best bikes at Great
Divide Cyclery in Helena MT

Stop in today!

The FDA has approved a
solution for snoring & sleep
apnea that does not require a
cumbersome CPAP.

Kalispell - New rule allows many
Montana residents to get car
insurance at half-price.

Discover Europe on board a
Seabourn Luxury Cruise. Book
now to take advantage of
incredible offers!

Advertorials by

http://helenair.com/news/local/update-escape-trailer-fire-in-helena-valley-thursday-morning/article_ae49f16c-b33f-11e2-8560-0019bb2963f4.html
Jay Mallonee


http://helenair.com/news/local/update-escape-trailer-fire-in-helena-valley-thursday-morning/article_ae49f16c-b33f-11e2-8560-0019bb2963f4.html
http://helenair.com/news/local/billings-woman-sent-home-for-riding-horse-drunk-later-charged/article_edc6feb6-b33a-11e2-ae7f-0019bb2963f4.html
http://helenair.com/news/local/winter-in-the-blood-to-debut-at-los-angeles-film/article_a75cec3e-b339-11e2-9a11-0019bb2963f4.html
http://helenair.com/news/local/winter-in-the-blood-to-debut-at-los-angeles-film/article_a75cec3e-b339-11e2-9a11-0019bb2963f4.html
http://helenair.com/news/local/bullock-s-tax-return-shows-k-in-income-k-in/article_1326e86c-b339-11e2-9a4f-0019bb2963f4.html
http://helenair.com/news/local/bullock-s-tax-return-shows-k-in-income-k-in/article_1326e86c-b339-11e2-9a4f-0019bb2963f4.html
http://helenair.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://helenair.com/news/local/update-victims-in-fatal-east-helena-crash-identified/article_197bd6ba-b27a-11e2-a71c-001a4bcf887a.html
http://www.activejunky.com/thefix/interview-high-country-anton-krupicka-article392
http://helenair.com/news/legislature/feeling-betrayed-retiree-group-asks-governor-to-veto-pension-bill/article_a6b2eaac-b2eb-11e2-b352-0019bb2963f4.html
http://helenair.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/woman-who-caused--vehicle-wreck-on-montana-avenue-sentenced/article_79c4f298-b2ae-11e2-8437-001a4bcf887a.html
http://info.yahoo.com/services/us/yahoo/ads/details.html
http://helenair.com/search/?k=%22gray%20wolf%22&t=&l=20&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=start_time&sd=desc&sHeading=Gray%20Wolf
http://helenair.com/search/?k=%22hunter%22&t=&l=20&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=start_time&sd=desc&sHeading=Hunter
http://helenair.com/search/?k=%22hunt%22&t=&l=20&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=start_time&sd=desc&sHeading=Hunt
http://helenair.com/search/?k=%22george%20pauley%22&t=&l=20&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=start_time&sd=desc&sHeading=George%20Pauley
http://helenair.com/search/?k=%22wolf%20hunting%22&t=&l=20&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=start_time&sd=desc&sHeading=Wolf%20Hunting
http://helenair.com/search/?k=%22animal%20trapping%22&t=&l=20&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=start_time&sd=desc&sHeading=Animal%20Trapping
http://helenair.com/search/?k=%22endangered%20species%20act%22&t=&l=20&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=start_time&sd=desc&sHeading=Endangered%20Species%20Act
http://helenair.com/search/?k=%22wolf%20management%20unit%22&t=&l=20&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=start_time&sd=desc&sHeading=Wolf%20Management%20Unit
http://helenair.com/search/?k=%22fwp%20commission%22&t=&l=20&d=&d1=&d2=&f=html&s=start_time&sd=desc&sHeading=Fwp%20Commission
http://helenair.com/news/local/fwp-recommends-expanded-wolf-season-and-bag-limit/article_6b872bf2-b2b2-11e2-a9d2-001a4bcf887a.html?mode=comments
http://helenair.com/content/tncms/live/#license-6b872bf2-b2b2-11e2-a9d2-001a4bcf887a
http://helenair.com/places/montana-boat-center/business_1110076946.html
http://helenair.com/places/best-western-premier-helena-great-northern-hotel/business_4000002447.html
http://helenair.com/places/westaff-of-helena-personnel-plus/business_4000009911.html
http://helenair.com/places/imagine-designs/business_4000009967.html
http://helenair.com/places/great-divide-cyclery/business_4000004119.html
http://r1.ace.advertising.com/click/site=0000815275/mnum=0001188216/cstr=42065143=_5182a18b,1224673127,815275_1188216_1184_0,1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/bnum=42065143/optn=64?trg=http://www.smarterlifestyles.com/2011/05/27/how-you-can-get-a-good-night%E2%80%99s-sleep-2/?fc_id=33555&fc_app_id=5973&url=http%3A%2F%2Fshowads.pubmatic.com%2FAdServer%2FAdServerServlet%3FkadNetwork%3D559%26lastdefadnwkID%3D559%26defcount%3D2%26pubId%3D27438%26siteId%3D27439%26adId%3D23010%26kadwidth%3D300%26kadheight%3D250%26SAVersion%3D2%26pageURL%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fhelenair.com%252Fnews%252Flocal%252Ffwp-recommends-expanded-wolf-season-and-bag-limit%252Farticle_6b872bf2-b2b2-11e2-a9d2-001a4bcf887a.html%26inIframe%3D1%26operId%3D1%26kltstamp%3D2013-5-2%252011%253A25%253A27%26timezone%3D-6%26screenResolution%3D1920x1200%26ranreq%3D0.2569983839057386%26pmUniAdId%3D2%26prevkadIds%3D22527_22528%26kbgColor%3Dffffff%26ktextColor%3D222222%26klinkColor%3D38566F%26adVisibility%3D2%26adPosition%3D2867x925
http://r1.ace.advertising.com/click/site=0000815275/mnum=0001188216/cstr=42065143=_5182a18b,1224673127,815275_1188216_1184_0,1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/bnum=42065143/optn=64?trg=http://www.smarterlifestyles.com/2011/05/27/how-you-can-get-a-good-night%E2%80%99s-sleep-2/?fc_id=33555&fc_app_id=5973&url=http%3A%2F%2Fshowads.pubmatic.com%2FAdServer%2FAdServerServlet%3FkadNetwork%3D559%26lastdefadnwkID%3D559%26defcount%3D2%26pubId%3D27438%26siteId%3D27439%26adId%3D23010%26kadwidth%3D300%26kadheight%3D250%26SAVersion%3D2%26pageURL%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fhelenair.com%252Fnews%252Flocal%252Ffwp-recommends-expanded-wolf-season-and-bag-limit%252Farticle_6b872bf2-b2b2-11e2-a9d2-001a4bcf887a.html%26inIframe%3D1%26operId%3D1%26kltstamp%3D2013-5-2%252011%253A25%253A27%26timezone%3D-6%26screenResolution%3D1920x1200%26ranreq%3D0.2569983839057386%26pmUniAdId%3D2%26prevkadIds%3D22527_22528%26kbgColor%3Dffffff%26ktextColor%3D222222%26klinkColor%3D38566F%26adVisibility%3D2%26adPosition%3D2867x925
http://r1.ace.advertising.com/click/site=0000815275/mnum=0001188216/cstr=42065143=_5182a18b,1224673127,815275_1188216_1184_0,1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/bnum=42065143/optn=64?trg=http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=5973&zid=4efc6fab5342a&adId=34036&pos=2&impt=1367515531.888461074308&zoneId=353&url=http%3A%2F%2Fshowads.pubmatic.com%2FAdServer%2FAdServerServlet%3FkadNetwork%3D559%26lastdefadnwkID%3D559%26defcount%3D2%26pubId%3D27438%26siteId%3D27439%26adId%3D23010%26kadwidth%3D300%26kadheight%3D250%26SAVersion%3D2%26pageURL%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fhelenair.com%252Fnews%252Flocal%252Ffwp-recommends-expanded-wolf-season-and-bag-limit%252Farticle_6b872bf2-b2b2-11e2-a9d2-001a4bcf887a.html%26inIframe%3D1%26operId%3D1%26kltstamp%3D2013-5-2%252011%253A25%253A27%26timezone%3D-6%26screenResolution%3D1920x1200%26ranreq%3D0.2569983839057386%26pmUniAdId%3D2%26prevkadIds%3D22527_22528%26kbgColor%3Dffffff%26ktextColor%3D222222%26klinkColor%3D38566F%26adVisibility%3D2%26adPosition%3D2867x925
http://r1.ace.advertising.com/click/site=0000815275/mnum=0001188216/cstr=42065143=_5182a18b,1224673127,815275_1188216_1184_0,1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/bnum=42065143/optn=64?trg=http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=5973&zid=4efc6fab5342a&adId=34036&pos=2&impt=1367515531.888461074308&zoneId=353&url=http%3A%2F%2Fshowads.pubmatic.com%2FAdServer%2FAdServerServlet%3FkadNetwork%3D559%26lastdefadnwkID%3D559%26defcount%3D2%26pubId%3D27438%26siteId%3D27439%26adId%3D23010%26kadwidth%3D300%26kadheight%3D250%26SAVersion%3D2%26pageURL%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fhelenair.com%252Fnews%252Flocal%252Ffwp-recommends-expanded-wolf-season-and-bag-limit%252Farticle_6b872bf2-b2b2-11e2-a9d2-001a4bcf887a.html%26inIframe%3D1%26operId%3D1%26kltstamp%3D2013-5-2%252011%253A25%253A27%26timezone%3D-6%26screenResolution%3D1920x1200%26ranreq%3D0.2569983839057386%26pmUniAdId%3D2%26prevkadIds%3D22527_22528%26kbgColor%3Dffffff%26ktextColor%3D222222%26klinkColor%3D38566F%26adVisibility%3D2%26adPosition%3D2867x925
http://r1.ace.advertising.com/click/site=0000815275/mnum=0001188216/cstr=42065143=_5182a18b,1224673127,815275_1188216_1184_0,1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/bnum=42065143/optn=64?trg=http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=5973&zid=50b8f69f94528&adId=49431&pos=3&impt=1367515531.888461074308&zoneId=353&url=http%3A%2F%2Fshowads.pubmatic.com%2FAdServer%2FAdServerServlet%3FkadNetwork%3D559%26lastdefadnwkID%3D559%26defcount%3D2%26pubId%3D27438%26siteId%3D27439%26adId%3D23010%26kadwidth%3D300%26kadheight%3D250%26SAVersion%3D2%26pageURL%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fhelenair.com%252Fnews%252Flocal%252Ffwp-recommends-expanded-wolf-season-and-bag-limit%252Farticle_6b872bf2-b2b2-11e2-a9d2-001a4bcf887a.html%26inIframe%3D1%26operId%3D1%26kltstamp%3D2013-5-2%252011%253A25%253A27%26timezone%3D-6%26screenResolution%3D1920x1200%26ranreq%3D0.2569983839057386%26pmUniAdId%3D2%26prevkadIds%3D22527_22528%26kbgColor%3Dffffff%26ktextColor%3D222222%26klinkColor%3D38566F%26adVisibility%3D2%26adPosition%3D2867x925
http://r1.ace.advertising.com/click/site=0000815275/mnum=0001188216/cstr=42065143=_5182a18b,1224673127,815275_1188216_1184_0,1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/bnum=42065143/optn=64?trg=http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=5973&zid=50b8f69f94528&adId=49431&pos=3&impt=1367515531.888461074308&zoneId=353&url=http%3A%2F%2Fshowads.pubmatic.com%2FAdServer%2FAdServerServlet%3FkadNetwork%3D559%26lastdefadnwkID%3D559%26defcount%3D2%26pubId%3D27438%26siteId%3D27439%26adId%3D23010%26kadwidth%3D300%26kadheight%3D250%26SAVersion%3D2%26pageURL%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fhelenair.com%252Fnews%252Flocal%252Ffwp-recommends-expanded-wolf-season-and-bag-limit%252Farticle_6b872bf2-b2b2-11e2-a9d2-001a4bcf887a.html%26inIframe%3D1%26operId%3D1%26kltstamp%3D2013-5-2%252011%253A25%253A27%26timezone%3D-6%26screenResolution%3D1920x1200%26ranreq%3D0.2569983839057386%26pmUniAdId%3D2%26prevkadIds%3D22527_22528%26kbgColor%3Dffffff%26ktextColor%3D222222%26klinkColor%3D38566F%26adVisibility%3D2%26adPosition%3D2867x925
http://www.smarterlifestyles.com/
http://www.paperg.com/
http://helenair.com/places/offers/new-ronix-wake-and-surf-boards-in-stock-at-montana/article_4cbbce60-b33b-11e2-a558-0019bb2963f4.html
http://helenair.com/places/offers/looking-for-something-to-do-with-the-family-why-not/article_9f9223cc-a1f8-11e2-8546-0019bb2963f4.html
http://helenair.com/places/offers/celebrating-years-in-business/article_9f6ac6b6-9b99-11e2-acba-001a4bcf887a.html
http://helenair.com/places/offers/imagine-designs-earring-of-the-month---sterling-silver/article_c694bbf2-b0fc-11e2-ac13-001a4bcf887a.html
http://helenair.com/places/offers/now-offering-the-blur-tr-find-the-best-bikes-at/article_1a29ae08-9943-11e1-8aac-0019bb2963f4.html


5/2/13 11:26 04AMFWP recommends expanded wolf season and bag limit

Page 4 of 4http://helenair.com/news/local/fwp-recommends-expanded-wolf-season-and-bag-limit/article_6b872bf2-b2b2-11e2-a9d2-001a4bcf887a.html

Sponsored Links

FTTN Smart Investment
Demand for this Commodity is Rising Fast - Get In Now, Buy
Shares!
www.OTCStockPick.com

Hot Stock Pick ASCC
Find Out Why This Play Could Lead to Rapid Profitability--Learn
More!
www.LuxuriaBrands.com

© Copyright 2013, Helena Independent Record, 317 Cruse Ave. Helena, MT | Terms of Service and Privacy Policy  | Find Area Businesses

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://helenair.com/
http://helenair.com/terms/
http://helenair.com/privacy/
http://helenair.com/content/tncms/live/#

